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B
rad Hole’s idea was as bold as it was bril-
liant. Ten years ago, Hole sent Al Gore, the 
former vice president and renowned climate 
change activist, a letter describing an in-
convenient truth: Gore could buy recycled 
three-ring binders made by Hole’s “green” 
office supplies company — or he could 

spend the rest of his days consumed with regret.
“Gore’s movie (‘An Inconvenient Truth’) had just come 

out, and I’d read where he pledged to train 1,000 people 

to spread his message,” said Hole, a 1993 Old Dominion 
graduate in interdisciplinary studies. “I knew they’d need 
binders for all the material he’d have to give to all those 
people. So I sent him a case of binders and a letter. I said, 
‘The first case is on us. The next is on your conscience.’ ’’

Two weeks later, a bulk order from Gore’s Climate Real-
ity Project arrived at Hole’s Seattle office.

Hole is great at landing big ones. So six years ago, with 
Gore, the White House, L.L. Bean and the Sundance 
Channel among his happy clients, Hole sold his business 

and went fishing.
In a kayak.
But not just any kayak. A pedal-powered 

kayak, sturdy and equipped well enough 
for him to wrestle in a 5 ½-foot, 80-pound 
halibut three miles from shore, which Hole 
did in 2013.

Big catches like that one and promo-
tional instincts he honed at ODU, where 
he studied advertising and marketing, have 
made Hole a kayak-fishing superstar in the 
Pacific Northwest.

Hobie, the water-sports company, no-
ticed. It named Hole to its 2016 Top Gun 
fishing team: 13 top kayak anglers from 
around the world chosen to be ambassadors 
for the sport and the company.

Hole, 45, represents Hobie at kayak 
fishing competitions and product shows, 

Alumni

A Hole new career 
Eco-businessman takes to the water  By Tom Robinson

runs seminars, guides excursions and produces articles for Hobie’s 
website.

“The Top Guns are hand-selected fishing team members that 
have gone above and beyond,” said Kevin Nakada, coordinator of 
Hobie’s fishing team. “They are renowned for their skills on and 
off the water as anglers and as Hobie representatives.”

Raised in the Finger Lakes region of New York, Hole grew 
up a prodigious fisherman, garnering local press for his angling 
exploits. He continued his hobby after his family moved to Lees-
burg, Va., but he put his rods and reels on ice at ODU to focus on 
academic and social pursuits.

“ODU was my top choice,” Hole said. “I liked the school, and 
the location was fairly close to home. I had a great time there.”

Immediately after graduation, Hole left for the fishing haven 
of Seattle and a job as a movie location scout. Later he managed 
bands and then, with a friend, started a business that manufac-
tured bar code labels and scanners.

He sold that business to start another one making recycled 
office supplies. 

A conservationist who grows vegetables, forages for mushrooms 
and keeps chickens in his yard, Hole conceived the “Rebinder,” 
featuring a recyclable cardboard cover. His company produced 
other eco-friendly office supplies, employed 10 people and earned 
annual revenue north of $2 million before he cashed out, eager for 
a new challenge.

That was around the time Hole learned about new stout, 
hands-free kayaks rigged with rod holders and “fishfinder” sonar 
devices.

“That was a game changer for me,” Hole said.

Hole took to avid kayak fishing and now travels widely to 
consult, fish and promote a fun, fast-growing sport that he says is 
effective and efficient. More fish can be caught from a kayak, he 
said, because it has no motor to disrupt the water and alert the 
prey. 

Hole discusses all of this often on Seattle’s weekly “Outdoor 
Line” radio show, where he subtly lures listeners into testing one 
of Hobie’s $3,000 kayaks.

“If you’re a kayak fisherman around here, you know Brad,” said 
“Outdoor Line” host Rob Endsley. “We talk about his latest ad-
ventures and where he’s going next, because he’s all over the place. 
And Brad’s money as a guest. He’s so personable and professional, 
he carries the segment.”

What Hole doesn’t carry home much of anymore is fish. His 
freezers, like his days pedaling upon the water, are full.

Tom Robinson, a hapless angler, is a former public relations specialist 
at Old Dominion University and a freelance writer.  
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Potholes Reservoir, walleye – Washington State
Posted Sept. 26, 2015
Beautiful end of summer/beginning of fall weather at 
the Potholes Reservoir. The walleye bite has been pretty 
consistent all year long. I joined my buddy Todd Switzer 
for a couple of days on the water. In previous years we’ve 
only gotten into the typical 15- to 20-inch walleye. It 
was nice to catch a couple big females this trip.These are excerpts from Brad Hole’s blog posts at 

kayakfishingwashington.com. 

Brad’s 
Blog

American Lake, winter rainbows – Washington State
Posted  Jan. 2, 2015
Ah, a new year! 2015 kicked off with a sunny yet cold day. I met 
RAM Mounting Systems Sales Sensation John Jackson and his 
brother-in-law Joe at American Lake. Both John and Joe had 
been successful in their last couple of outings and were willing to 
show me around the lake.

Almost immediately after getting my line down about 15 feet, 
my rod got slammed! John was yelling at me to look at the fish 

jumping 100 feet behind the kayak. I reeled in a few feet and he 
was off. Fifteen minutes later, I turned my kayak to make a loop 
and got slammed again. Big fish! ... Back in the water my line 
goes. Another half hour passed. We made our way around a point. 
I was working about 35 feet of water and my rod buckles over. 
Another big rainbow. A couple of jumps sounded like a canta-
loupe being thrown in the water. This one made it to the net. A 
beautiful 23˝ triploid rainbow.

PHO
TO

: JIM
 M

EYERS

PH
O

TO
: C

O
UR

TE
SY

 O
F 

BR
AD

 H
O

LE


